Social Justice Committee

Minutes for Meeting 12, November 23rd, 2004.
Present: James Wardlaw (Secretary), Raza Naqvi, Clara Rutter, Delia Jacobson, Jeff Richardson (Program Advisor), Jim Barber (Chair)
Guests: Robin Love, Sara Nalik
Regrets: Angela Ho, Sarah Green
1. Call to Order: 4:15 p.m.
2. Approval of Minutes: Minutes from last meeting, November 2nd were amended to include Speaker Series reports and approved.
3. Reports:

(a) Secretary: James Wardlaw reported on the planning and execution of the (re)Visioning session, whose detailed reports lie elsewhere in the agenda.
(b) Treasurer: S. Greene was absent so there was no report.  
(c)Speaker Series: Raza Naqvi reported that the “Hot Topics” speaker series event will go ahead, speaker TBD.  Several professors names were raised as well as the possibility of a collaboration with the Faculty of Social Work.  The accessibility debate will be shelved or re-designed because of a lack of interest on the part of the Debates Committee.  Planning on the networking breakfast will begin in the new year.
(d) Peace Week: James Wardlaw reported on the success of Peace Week, most of which was held at the House.  Planning has already begun for next year’s Peace Week.
(e) Travel Workshops: James reported that the first Travel Workshop is tomorrow, November 24th and that publicity and logistic assistance is still welcome.
(f) Community Dinner Event:  The event for Christmas day described at the last meeting will be further discussed at and planned at a meeting in the near future, date and time TBA.
4 (Re)Visioning Summary:  See attached notes.
5. Meeting Times:  Delia suggested that meeting times be re-evaluated based on changing schedules in the winter semester.
6 Other Business:
(i) 
Delia described a World AIDS day event that the Faculty of Arts and Science is holding on December 1st and asked for the volunteer involvement of committee members.
9. Adjournment: 5:15 p.m.
Re/Visioning – Sunday, November 21, 2004 at 5 pm.

Angela’s NOTES

COLLABORATION WITH OTHER HH COMMITTEES

- have an SJ rep attend other meetings to find out how SJ can collaborate 

- read other committees' minutes to see what they are doing

e.g. 

Athletics Committee -- PLAY; Athletes for Africa

House Committee -- Buzzwords (Sarah)

Debates Committee -- formal debate on accessibility

OUR ROLE AS A NON-PARTISAN COMMITTEE?

- fine balance between representing the university as a whole (not taking a

stance) vs taking a stand because our committee members are elected

- education/forum for awareness vs action

- collaboration for positive-space forum on gay marriage

COMMITTEE PROJECTS

- it is good for continuity in projects, but we also need responsive programming

i.e. new initiatives that are relevant to current events

- new project to consider: networking with other SJ groups on campus to

categorize organizations based on the type of work that they do (e.g. tutoring

in the city, working with the homeless, volunteering overseas, etc); could

create a handbook or webpage with this info

- lots of work to be done on cleaning up the current SJ network contact list

- Angela will find out if it is possible to have a self-sustaining listserve

COMMITTEE DYNAMICS

- planning as a whole committee vs sub-committees: sub-committees are convenient

but separate

- SJ meetings are not as engaging if there is little discussion and only reports

on what sub-committees are doing; hard for new members to get involved

- may be more useful/engaging for members to discuss/plan at meetings and have

sub-committees to do the 'legwork'

- planning as a group --> more bonding and cohesiveness

- planning as a group --> more support so that people are willing to get more

involved and eventually take leadership roles

